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children, and without even the compensation of being
helped to master his difficulties.

We are not here considering the case of the generally
stupid child who is an out-and-out school failure, who shows
no ability in any one of the school subjects, who cannot
maintain his position in the class. Such children have
now the benefit of special classes, designated by various
names. However, there is little recognition of the type
of problem that we have in mind, and arrangements for
meeting it are not at all common. In most instances the
child is carried on in the class without even an under-
standing of the exact nature of the trouble.

The results of the present haphazard, irrational pro-
cedure are often serious; they lead to loss of interest in
school work in general, to discouragement and feeling of
inefficiency which frequently lie at the root of disciplinary
problems. The step from this to truancy is easily made,
and from that to more serious delinquency. Educational
dissatisfaction is a very frequent beginning of what may
develop into a long career of misdeeds. From our studies
of delinquents we believe that misunderstanding and neg-
lect of children with particular abilities and disabilities
leads to truancy and thence to consequences the seri-
ousness of which are too little appreciated.

We realize quite well that the school cannot be held
responsible for all truancy that exists, that lack of home
cooperation, bad companionship, and other forces may
be causative factors. And yet, it would seem that if the
school endeavored properly to meet its problems, it ought
to be more of a restraining force and a more efficient
competitor for the child's interest. It would be just as
foolhardy to close our eyes to the fact that the school in
and of itself must, in many cases, be the prime cause for
truancy, as to adopt the opposite view, namely, that
other forces are to blame altogether, Surely at least it